CONSERVATION VOTERS OF SOUTH CAROLINA

2010 Legislative Questionnaire
DEADLINE:   July 31, 2010
As a member of the General Assembly, you have the opportunity to make decisions about legislation which will affect the future of South Carolina’s environment. We are asking you a series of questions on issues which are important to the conservation community. If you seek endorsement by Conservation Voters of South Carolina, we encourage you to respond to these questions.  In addition to your positions on current conservation issues, we also consider your record, experience, leadership and viability as a candidate, and the input of local conservationists. We do not make endorsements in all races. Please let us know if you have any questions. You may return the questionnaire by mail, fax or email to:
Conservation Voters of South Carolina

PO Box 50632, Columbia, SC 29250

PHONE: 803-799-0716; FAX 803-799-0719; Email: ann@conservationvotersofsc.org 
__________________________________

 
____________________________________

Incumbent’s or Candidate's Name - Please print 


Candidate's Signature

District No: _____Party Affiliation:_____ Occupation:_____________________________________​​​​​____
Home or office Address:_________________________________________________________________
Email Address: _______________________________Phone:___________________________________

Phone:_________________ Fax:_____________________Email:________________________________

Campaign Manager:________________________________Phone:________________________________

Campaign Address:________________________________ Email:________________________________

A copy of our 2008 South Carolina Conservation Briefing Book is available on our website at www.conservationvotersofsc.org.  Information on current issues may also be found on www.scgreengov.com. 

Would you welcome an endorsement by Conservation Voters of SC?__________________________

Please list your media, polling and/or fundraising consultants:

How much do you currently have in your campaign account and what is your fundraising goal?

If you do not have a legislative record, you may list other experiences showing involvement in or leadership on a conservation issue and/or provide several references from the conservation community:

PLEASE ATTACH AN EXAMPLE OF YOUR CAMPAIGN LITERATURE OR SUMMARIZE YOUR CAMPAIGN MESSAGE ON THE BACK OF THIS PAGE.

QUESTIONS CONCERNING CURRENT CONSERVATION ISSUES
1.  The Conservation Bank Act was passed in 2002 with a “death clause” that strips the agency of the funds it receives from deed recording revenues when state agency budgets are cut across the board.   Would you support legislation to eliminate the “death clause” and put the Bank on a par with other agencies – subject still to reductions in lean years but not automatically zeroed out?

YES                     NO

2.  Are you satisfied with DHEC’s record of protecting the health of the public and the quality of our clean air and water?







YES

NO

3.  Do you support administrative reforms to make the DHEC decision-making and appeals process more accountable and transparent?





YES

NO

4. Surface water permitting legislation was finally enacted this year (S.452). Would you insist that proposed regulations to implement the law be written to protect downstream users and seasonal flows in our rivers and that both DNR and DHEC be adequately funded to enforce the law’s provisions?




     





YES

NO



5. Conservationists succeeded in 2007in enforcing the terms of the Atlantic Compact and limiting burial of low level radioactive waste at Barnwell to only waste from Compact member states (SC, NJ and Conn).  Will you uphold the Compact and oppose attempts to expand it or open it back up to all states?










YES

NO

6. Private and municipal sewer spills and inadequate treatment systems are a major source of water pollution in our public waters. Would you vote for stricter requirements on the water and sewer systems that repeatedly pollute our public waterways? 



YES

NO
7. Would you support keeping the current burn limit at 600 tons of trash per day, even for incinerators that offer electricity as a by-product (so called “waste to energy” facilities)? 
YES

NO

8.  Would you support legislation to require the use of best available control technology at facilities that emit high levels of NOX, SO2, CO2, mercury and other carcinogens such as coal plants, paper mills and other industrial emitters?






YES

NO

9.  Would you support passage of a clean energy standard that makes energy efficiency our ‘first fuel’ and also promotes the development of our in-state renewable resources (offshore wind, biomass and solar)?







  

YES

NO

10.  Because of the serious health impacts of diesel exhaust, would you support aggressive DHEC monitoring of the air in neighborhoods adjacent to our state ports or where there is a high volume of diesel truck traffic – and would you advocate for best management practices to reduce particulate pollution where measurements are above safe levels?  




YES

NO 

11.  Natural resource agencies such as DNR, Forestry, PRT, Agriculture and the Conservation Bank deliver a significant economic return on a relatively small investment of public dollars, yet their combined funding comprises less than 1% of the state budget.  Funding for these agencies has been cut to the point of threatening their core operations.  Would you seek alternatives to avoid further cutting the funding for natural resource agencies and work to increase funding when budget conditions improve?











YES                     NO 
12.  Would you oppose drilling for oil off of SC’s coast?


YES

NO

