2009-2010 CVSC Conservation Scorecard
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House Member

Mack, David (D-Charleston)
McEachern, Joe (D-Richland)
McLeod, Walton (D-Newberry)
Merrill, Jim (R-Charleston)
Miller, Vida (D-Georgetown)
Millwood, Joey (R-Spartanburg)
Mitchell, Harold (D-Spartanburg)
Moss, Dennis (R-Cherokee)
Moss, Steve (R-Cherokee)
Nanney, Wendy (R-Greenville)
Neal, Jimmy M. (D-Lancaster)
Neal, Joe H. (D-Richland)
Neilson, Denny (D-Darlington)
Norman, Ralph (R-York)

Ott Jr,, Harry (D-Calhoun)
Owens, Phil (R-Pickens)
Parker, Steve (R-Spartanburg)
Parks, J. Anne (D-Greenwood)
Pinson, Gene (R-Greenwood)
Pitts Jr., Ted (R-Lexington)
Pitts, Michael (R-Laurens)
Rice, Rex (R-Pickens)
Rutherford, Todd (D-Richland)
Sandifer, Bill (R-Oconee)
Scott, Tim (R-Berkeley)

Sellers, Bakari (D-Bamberg)
Simrill, J. Gary (R-York)
Skelton, B. R. (R-Pickens)
Smith, Donald (R-Aiken)
Smith, G. Murrell (R-Sumter)
Smith, Garry R. (R-Greenville)
Smith, J. Roland (R-Aiken)
Smith, James E. ( D-Richland)
Sottile, Mike ( R-Charleston)
Spires, Kit (R-Lexington)
Stavrinakis, Leon (D-Charleston)
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House Member

Stewart, Jim (R-Aiken)
Stringer, Tommy (R-Greenville)
Thompson, Michael (R-Anderson)
Toole, Mac (R-Lexington)
Umphlett, David (R-Berkeley)
Vick, Ted (D-Chesterfield)

Viers, Thad (R-Horry)

Weeks, David (D-Sumter)
Whipper, Seth (D-Charleston)
White, Brian (R-Anderson)
Whitmire, Bill (R-Oconee)
Williams, Robert (D-Darlington)
Willis, Mark (R-Greenville)
Wylie, Bill (R-Greenville)

Young, Annette (R-Dorchester)

*

Young, Tom (R-Aiken)
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(+)Pro environment vote
(-) Anti-environment vote
(E) Excused absence

(O) Not voting
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(®) We count not voting (without an

excuse) as an anti-environment
vote because voting is a key
responsibility of legislators- but
we did not penalize not voting on
the unanimous passage of Energy
Efficiency Financing.
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Conservation Bills Passed by House Voice Vote*

The Emergency Notification bill H.3603 by Rep. Mike Pitts would
have required DHEC to create a standard procedure for notification about
major spills in public waters. This bill passed the House in 2009, but died
in 2010 with Senate objections.

A Phosphate Limits bill, H.4503 by Rep. Mike Pitts aimed to place
restrictions on the use, sale or manufacture of dishwashing detergents
containing phosphates. This bill passed the House in March 2010, then
stalled in the Senate Medical Affairs Committee.

The Prescribed Fire bill, H.3924 by Rep. Jim Harrison aimed to put
protections in place for landowners who choose to perform a controlled
burn on their property. This bill passed the House in April but died in the
Senate in May.

A bill on School Health Food Standards, H.3297 by Rep. Bakari
Sellers called for elementary schools to offer only full meals for stu-
dent consumption, and aimed to create fat, calorie, and sugar content
standards that snacks and beverages must meet in order to be sold in
schools. It passed the House in 2009 and stalled on the Senate floor in
2010 when objections were raised.

A resolution calling for an Oil Spill Contingency Plan, S.1478 by Sen.
Chip Campsen and Rep. Chip Limehouse passed the Senate and
House in 2010. It directs DHEC, DNR, and the Governor’s Office to de-
velop contingency plans for protecting our coastline should oil from the
Deepwater Horizon spill in the Gulf make its way to South Carolina’s
shores.

A bill that will make an immediate impact on the diversity of our state’s
wildlife, H.3121, the Turtle Export bill by Rep. James Smith, was
signed into law in early May 2009. This bill prohibits the capture and
mass export of South Carolina’s turtles.

The Building Codes Reform Act, H.3550 introduced by Rep. Harry
Cato, will ensure that South Carolina uses modern energy efficiency
building practices that will save consumers as much as $400 annually,
and save the state energy as well-- more than a single new power plant.
This bill was signed into law in June 2009.

*According to House rules, voice votes taken on the floor are not recorded,
which makes it very difficult to learn an individual legislator’s position on a bill.
At least 10 legislators must request a roll call vote in order to force a recorded

vote.

2009-2010 House Vote Descriptions

(A) The SUPERB Fund (H.3270 by Rep. Jeff Duncan) establishes new an-
nual renewal fees a the request of industry for the registration of under-
ground storage tanks, in order to generate the money for the State Under-
ground Petroleum Environmental Response Bank (SUPERB) account. This
bill passed the House in March 2009 in a 92-5 vote, passed the Senate in
April 2010, and was ratified in May 2010.

(B) Across the board agency cuts threatened to zero out all funding for
the Conservation Bank Funding but during budget deliberations in March,
House members voted 10-97 for $200,000 to keep the Bank’s doors open.
The Senate later voted unanimously to add $2 million more to the Bank for
land protection, and the House concurred. (The Conservation Bank’s fund-
ing for 2008-09, originally estimated at $15-20 million, was cut more than
75%- more than any other state agency.)

(C) The Energy Efficiency Financing Bill (5.1096 by Sen. Glenn McCon-
nell) passed the House (112-0) and the Senate unanimously in 2010, and
will save money for ratepayers, reduce energy use and create local, green
jobs. Electric cooperatives and municipal electric systems will offer financ-
ing to residential customers for weatherization, insulation, and upgrading
to more efficient heating and cooling systems. These loans will be liens
tied to the electric meters rather than to the properties and are repaid over
time on the utility bill.

(D) Again in 2010, the Conservation Bank’s “death clause” eliminated the
all funding. Representatives Jim Merrill and David Umphlett surprised con-
servationists during the March budget debate when they offered a motion
to redirect $2 million to the Bank. The motion failed on a 68-45 vote, but
the House ultimately provided $207,000 to keep its doors open. The Sen-
ate added $1.5 million to help the Bank cover the $4.5 million in commit-
ments that had been made in the previous year.

(E) In 2010, after nearly four years of negotiations, conservation organi-
zations, DHEC, manufacturers, utilities, farmers and water suppliers finally
reached a compromise on water withdrawal permitting. S.452 by Sen. Paul
Campbell, passed the Senate unanimously in March after it was amended
to maintain seasonal flows in our rivers to protect fish, wildlife and public
recreation. This vote was a last minute attempt by the Greenville Water
System to amend the bill on the House floor to clarify and protect long
standing inter-basin transfers. Adoption of the amendment threatened to

undo the delicate compromise.



